
 

The New Zealand Expeditionary Force in the First World War: by Ken Weston: 

Mr President and members present welcomed our speaker with a round of applause. 

Ken explained first the nomenclature of ’1NZEF’ which referred to the New Zealand Expeditionary 

Force in the First World War whereas ‘2NZEF’ referred that force in WWII. He said his talk would not 

be entirely WWI based but he would discuss the some of the medals of and the logistics of WWI for 

New Zealand. 

 

Prior to WWI, New Zealand did not have what would be considered as a ‘standing army’. Initially 

military services were provided by the British Army during the two Maori Wars [of 1845-47 and 

1860-66] with troops brought from Britain supported by locally recruited New Zealander forces. 

 

New Zealand was administered by New South Wales [NSW] in Australia following the Maori 

uprisings and was not an independent nation state. 

 

Several silent movie clips from the start of the Great War were shown which showed various units 

parading at Auckland Racecourse. Often, the same dog [!] could be seen in foreground of many 

images which also featured equipment such as boats, field guns and limbers, wagons and field 

ambulances. It was noted that the Mounted Rifles Units had to provide their own horses and 

saddles. 

 

After the Maori Wars, many British soldiers liked the idea of staying in New Zealand, Military Service 

being almost ‘disincentivised’ by the slowness of travel to the Great Britain. It was an approximate 

four month return journey to Britain. Those who stayed behind could become ‘Fencibles’ who were 

militia members signing up for military service on home soil in return for land and homes. 

 

The first medal shown was a New Zealand Medal 1845-65 to 3984 David Goodman of 65th Regiment 

who had stayed behind after the Maori War. Goodman had become a prospector with his many 

claims to land being listed in the New Zealand Archives. Approaching old age and desiring residential 

care in a ‘veteran’s care home’ [for veterans of the Maori Uprisings], Goodman, in order to prove his 

credentials, had applied for his New Zealand Medal. It was noted that the remoteness of the country 

and sparse population were among many factors which might answer why some soldiers had never 

received or even claimed their medals. It also explains the many late issue undated medals such as 

Goodman’s. The naming on his medal naming is similar to that of 2nd Boer War medals. Goodman 

had died aged 74yrs 9th May, 1911 

 



       

Images above left to right: Undated New Zealand Medal to 3984 David Goodman [obverse], same 

medal [reverse] and Obituary notice mentioning Goodman and James Norris of the 65th Regiment. 

           

Image above : Photo of soldiers of the 65th Regiment circa the Crimean War. 

 

 



 

Between the end of the Maori Wars and WWI, many militias existed in New Zealand. The main role 

of the ‘Permanent Militia’ was that of a peacekeeping force. 

The Militia were eventually to be taken over by the New Zealand Armed Constabulary. The next 

major conflict to see some contingents represented was their first overseas deployment in the South 

African War [‘Second Boer War’]. In all, nine contingents were sent. Some received the single ‘South 

Africa 1902’ clasp Queen’s South Africa [‘QSA’] for having made the journey just as the war was 

ending! [several single clasp ‘South Africa 1902’ QSAs were on display before and after Ken’s talk]. 

The five clasp QSA to 3813 Private T.J. Marlin New Zealand Mounted Rifles [NZMR] was shown. 

   

Photographed above left and right: QSA obverse and reverse with faint ghost dates [five clasps Cape 

Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1901 and South Africa 1902] to 3813 Private T.J. 

Marlin NZMR. 

Another Militia was the ‘Naval Artillery Volunteers’ whose primary function was to defend the 

coastline. 

Photographs of Maori Battalions and various local islander battalions were shown. 

About 200 New Zealand members of the ‘Armed Forces’ [comprising just the ‘New Zealand Artillery’ 

or the ‘New Zealand Engineers’] were the ‘Permanent Forces of the British Empire’. One such 

member was J.P. Williams who received two Long Service and Good Conduct [‘LSGC’] medals; one 

LSGC was the ‘Permanent Forces of the Empire beyond the seas’ LSGC; the second award is the New 

Zealand Long and Efficient Service Medal. These are rare awards. He had served for some twenty 

years. 

 



 

    

Photographs above left: Left and right: Permanent Forces of the Empire beyond the Seas Long 

Service and Good Conduct [LSGC] Medal and New Zealand Long and Efficient Service Medal 

[obverses]to J.P.Williams. Apologies for poor image quality. 

Photograph above right. Reverses of the same Long Service awards. 

He was also the master of a ship - there were pictures of his ship in its heyday as well as the wreck of 

the vessel as it is today! [see pictures below – apologies name of ship not recorded in my notes]. 

      

    

On to WWI: 

In 1909, the ‘Military Service Act’ was passed which introduced compulsory military training for 

those aged 14-30 years old. At the outbreak of WWI, there were approximately 25,000 New Zealand 

Territorials of various detachments based on four military districts – in the North Island, Auckland 

and Wellington and in the South Island, Canterbury and Otago. 

 

 



By 1914, the NZ population was about one million of whom 250,000 were of ’military age’. About 

half of the latter were to serve in 1NZEF in WWI. These figures include two thousand Maoris and 460 

Pacific Islanders. 

They were to suffer heavy casualties with 18,000 killed, 41,000 wounded and some 9,000 dying of 

the ‘Spanish’ flu. Even the prisoner-of-war rate was high at 1:200. 

 

Pictured above: Telegram announcement received at Government House in New Zealand that war 

had broken out with Germany. 

 

The British Government on 6th August, 1914 tasked the New Zealand authorities to raise a force to 

retake ‘German Samoa’ in the South Pacific. Anyone could join this force. The objective was easily 

accomplished with the capture of 80 prisoners of war [POWs]. This New Zealand force [known as the 

‘Samoan Advance Force’] was given regimental number ‘1’. There were regimental numbers up to 

number ‘26’ but this regimental numbering format was to cease in 1916. Other examples of this 

regimental numbering system were given eg Regimental number ‘2’ was the ‘Royal New Zealand 

Artillery’, ‘3’ was ‘New Zealand Medical Corps’ right up to ‘26’ the 4th Battalion, New Zealand Rifle 

Brigade. All WWI New Zealand trios should be named in this way.  



   

Photographs above left and right: Naming of NZEF 1914-15 Stars to Kirkwood and Izard [further 

images of their medal groups appear further on in these notes]. 

The various deployments of 1NZEF in Egypt, Gallipoli and France were discussed briefly. 

Next discussed was the single BWM to 28049 Colonel Neligan who between 1905-11 had been 

Bishop of Auckland [and titled ‘Honorary Colonel’ in the New Zealand Army as Chaplain class I]. 

Neligan had suffered a stroke in 1911 whence he returned to England. Then, he had enlisted in the 

NZEF in the role of Chaplain to the Forces [again as Colonel] and was issued a British War Medal 

1914-18 [‘BWM’] named to the NZEF. He should have travelled to Britain to be correctly entitled to a 

BWM whereas he was, in fact, already here! The entitlement was, therefore, doubtful. 

                                         

Images above left and right: BWM [obverse] to Neligan and recipient in the vestments of Bishop.  



Neligan also had to sign a disclaimer when in Britain to state that his family would have ‘no claim on 

the New Zealand authorities if he had died here’. This is documented in his record of service. 

Whitcombe medals – Triple LSGC: 

Captain F.N. Whitcombe [later to become Major] had joined the New Zealand Artillery in 1905 then 

transferred to the Taranaki Rifles. He was issued with three Long Service [LS] awards – New Zealand 

Territorial Decoration [impressed ‘Major and QM’, the New Zealand Long and Efficient Service Medal 

and the New Zealand Territorial Service Medal. 

        

Photograph above left: Triple Long Service [obverses] to F.N.  Whitcombe – details in text above. 

Photograph above right: Triple Long Service [reverses] to same recipient. 

Whitcombe’s brother Captain A.N. Whitcombe RFA had won the Military Cross in WWI. 

[See award citation note below]  

 



The class C conscription ballot had been introduced in New Zealand in 1916 as, after two years of 

war, too few men were volunteering to fill the reinforcement drafts for 1NZEF – A socialist Peter 

Fraser had spoken out against this in New Zealand, was found guilty of sedition and imprisoned.  

Later, Fraser was to be New Zealand Prime Minister in WWII and be responsible for introducing 

conscription in New Zealand in that conflict. Whitcombe, a Territorial, had been called up in the class 

C ballot of 1918. He was then aged 41 years and working in a successful dental Practice. Many details 

of his correspondence in 1918 with the NZEF were read out in which Whitcombe had made 

allegations about quality of dentistry at the Front and expressed his desire to use his dental skills 

there. The authorities rejected his allegations. Whitcombe appealed his conscription citing a three 

month search for a locum to run his Practice and the war ended before he could be posted. 

Many New Zealanders received just the BWM for their service in WWI as was the case with no 76887 

N.F. Mudford of the NZEF. He is buried in Cannock Chase. He had come to and remained in Great 

Britain so was only issued a BWM. The Victory Medal [ ‘VM’] would be issued for those serving in a 

theatre of war. 

The Trio to 8-2284 H.W. Kirkwood featured next. He had been part of the Samoan Advance Force 

[‘Regiment no 1’]. After the Samoan Advance Force action to retake German Samoa, he was not 

deployed abroad until 1916, so strictly speaking, his medal should have been numbered ‘1-2284’. 

   

Photographs above left: Trio to 8-2284 Cpl H.W.Kirkwood NZEF [obverses]. 

Photographs above right: Reverses of same trio. 

                          

Images above left and right: A painting by Kirkwood senior and H.W. Kirkwood’s grave ‘Great War 

Veteran’ NZEF. 



Kirkwood’s father [also H.W 1854-1925] is now a well-known landscape artist who, at the time, 

made his living from painting. 

Next up was the pair of QSA [two clasps ‘Transvaal’ and ‘South Africa 1902’] to named to 7335 C.J. 

McLean  New Zealand Mounted Regiment [NZMR] [9th Contingent] and his single BWM. 

   

Photographs above left and right: QSA [2 clasps Transvaal and South Africa 1902] and BWM to 7335 

C.J. McLean NZMR and NZEF. 

 

Image above: Auckland NCOs photographed in 1918. McLean is seated front row 5th from the left. 

McLean had been an instructor despite having poor vision [blind in one eye and partially sighted in 

the other] had somehow stayed with the more able-bodied servicemen posted to Egypt! 



 

Next were the medals to 4/21/A Sapper Keith Halstead Izard, a New Zealand croquet champion and 

Alumnus of Oxford University. He had joined the NZEF in England being posted to Egypt and was 

invalided there.  

  

Photographs above left and right. Trio obverse and reverse to Izard [details in text]. 

            

Images above: Left to right War Munitions Volunteers badge, Izard and Izard playing croquet. 

He was issued the Silver War Badge [SWB] numbered NZ48 and 1914-15 Star named to Sapper in the 

NZEF. Having left the NZEF, he re-enlisted in a British Regiment becoming 2nd Lieutenant Izard only 

to become invalided again. His BMW and VM are named to ‘Lt Izard’. He should be entitled to a 

second SWB. 

There is a park in Wellington, New Zealand named after Izard. He also had a ‘War Munitions 

Volunteers’ badge. His SWB will be one of the few which are identifiable as it is marked with NZ and 

number [apologies no photo]. Most of the paperwork for New Zealand SWB’s has been lost. Izard 

had died of flu in 1919. 

A single BMW to 3/2701 [New Zealand Medical Corps] a Mr Maddeley for service on a hospital ship 

Maheno  was shown next - also purchased with it was a SWB but it was not clear if this was 

Maddeley’s or another recipient’s.  Maddeley was also issued a ‘Return Services Badge’ engraved 

with his number. These badges were unofficial awards and are quite commonly seen. 



   

Photograph above left: Returned Soldiers Association badge with a recipient’s number 266261. 

Photograph above right: Montage of QSA’s to New Zealanders with two single clasp ‘South Africa 

1902’ medals. 

Next up was a Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service medal to a Corporal Laking, one of their 

euphonium players [see images below: obverse and reverse]. 

    

Any New Zealand servicemen killed in WWI would be issued with a Memorial Plaque made at Acton 

[This is the speaker’s experience from the realm of collecting]. The place of manufacture is indicated 

on a memorial plaque by a number just before or behind the Lion’s rearmost foot. [If manufactured 

at Acton, the number is behind the rearmost foot and for Woolwich manufacture, it is before the 

rearmost foot]. 

All memorial plaques were made in Britain but they appear to have been issued over a longer time in 

New Zealand. 



There are genuine engraved plaques to New Zealanders. The explanation is that an unclaimed 

plaque could be skimmed of a recipients’ details by the New Zealand authorities who could then 

engrave and re-issue. 

 

 

The engraved plaque to 4453T Private Douglas David Todd-Strachan was shown [see image below]. 

The whereabouts of his original plaque was unknown but what is known is that it was wrongly sent 

to ‘South Wales’ instead of ‘New South Wales’.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

The final group was a Trio with a Police Constabulary Medal to 9/294 Gunner H.S. Hall. The recipient 

had been at Gallipoli. 

  

Pictured above left and right: Trio and Police Constabulary Medal [a mixture of obverses and 

reverses!] to 9/294 Gnr H.S. Hall NZEF [Otago Mounted Rifles]. 

 

There were many questions and much discussion after what had been a fascinating talk! 

A vote of thanks and applause given by those present with the meeting closing at 21.30hrs. 

 

Chris Davies 

BMS Secretary 

Typed 14th February – 4rd March, 2023 

With my usual apologies for all errors and typos. 

I thank Ken Weston for the précis of his notes and photographs/images all reproduced with his 

permission and for allowing me to take additional photos of all the medals for these meeting notes. 

 


