Birmingham Medal Society Meeting Thursday 7th September 2017
21 members present.
The President opened the meeting, thanking all for attending. He drew the member’s attention to the
terms under which the BMS have access to an exceptionally good meeting room, which is currently
being re-negotiated. There being an expectation that between 10 and 20 members would have a meal or
drink before the meeting at the Holiday Inn, which provides an ideal opportunity to discuss medals and
socialise prior to meetings.
Apologies received from John Barker, Chris Davies, Martin Harrison & Roy Painter
Research Questions - Chris Burns showed a recently purchased framed picture of WW2 Submarine HMS Rorqual in the Grand Harbour, Malta. HMS Rorqual (N74 of 1935) was a Grampus class
submarine. When removed from the frame the backing board revealed a WW1 Submarine B5 in what
looked like an English harbour – possibly Salcombe or Falmouth.
A search undertaken by your President after the meeting revealed that HMS B5 was one of 11 B-class
submarines built for the Royal Navy in the first decade of the 20th century. She survived World War I and
was sold for scrap in 1921
The topic for the evening was ‘Gallantry at Sea (Royal Warwickshire Regiment)’ commenced with an
excellent power point presentation from Dave Seeney outlining the history of the Board of Trade sea
gallantry medal, instituted in 1854. In 1903 King Edward V11 gave consent for the Sea Gallantry Medal
to be reduced in size and made wearable (See Chapter 33 - ‘British Gallantry Awards’ by Abbott and
Tamplin)
Dave then moved on to explain how six men from the Royal Warwickshire were awarded the Sea
Gallantry medal for helping to control the coal bunker fire on the HMT CARONIA during a voyage from
Cape Town to India in May 1917. Ten other members of the British
Army received the SGM in the same incident. Only 34 SGM have been awarded to
Soldiers during the history of the medal from 1854 to the present day. On display
were the medals to A/CSM George RHODES SGM who was the senior Other Rank in
charge during the Bunker Fires. He survived the war having served in
Gallipoli, Mesopotamia.
The President (Philip Wilson) explained that in researching Captain Holl (Ship’s Captain of the Leasowe
Castle) who lost his life when his ship was torpedoed on 27 May 1918, in the Mediterranean he had
discovered he had previously been awarded a Sea Gallantry Medal. Images of that medal and the late
Captain Holl can be viewed in the Warwickshire Yeomanry Museum Archive. At this juncture the
discussion in the meeting centred on the flotilla of Japanese Destroyers based in Malta during the Great
War who had undertaken convoy escort duties.
John Scott produced a very unusual group to a Warrant Officer with supporting papers: MBE, ,MM, 3945 Star, Burma Star, Defence Medal, War Medal and Long Service Good Conduct (RAF) who had
served with 105 Air Sea Rescue Squadron. John pointed out that the Burma Star was incorrect it should
be the Pacific Star.
Which then took us to Mount Batten; Wing Commander Sydney Smith and TEL’s boat the ‘Biscuit’. It
being acknowledged that TEL’s work to improve and develop high speed rescue launches had helped to
save many an airman’s life when they had, had the misfortune to be shot down and end up in the sea
during WW2.
Bill Walton produced a single DSM to a man who had served in the Destroyer and Torpedo Boat Flotilla
in 1917 on HMS Mausey. He had been awarded the Cross of St George (4th Class) for Jutland, the
whereabouts of his other medals are not known . Also a solitary Victory Medal to a man who had served
on HMS Chester and may have been on the same mess deck as the young man who received a well
deserved posthumous Victoria Cross.

There were no other items to show and the President took the opportunity to mention the Incident of the
Horse Transport ‘Wayfarer’ 11 April 1915, which the late Mike Minton had researched fairly extensively.
There being 18 Meritorious Service Medals awarded to the Warwickshire Yeomanry and 2 Military
Crosses for saving 760 horses. Fortunately the vessel was kept afloat by constant pumping and despite
many of the horses in the bottom hold being up to their hocks in water, only two horses died from
pneumonia and one in the explosion itself.
The President thanked all for attending. The next meeting being the Drummond Lecture by Dr John
Bourne on 5 October 2017.
A/CSM George RHODES SGM

